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RESUME
Here is described the photochromotherapy method for the treatment of patients with hypertension grade 2 

and 3 at the age of 70 ± 2.5 years. The positive effect of the green light photochromotherapy on the vascular 
endothelium function at this pathology is shown.
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SUMMARY
The article discusses the use of photochromotherapy in the treatment of patients aged 70 ± 2.5 years 

with arterial hypertension of 2 and 3 degrees. The positive effect of green light photochromotherapy on the 
function of the vascular endothelium in this pathology has been shown.
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Introduction
Arterial hypertension is one of the most important causes, first of all, of strokes, according to 

the frequency of which Russia is one of the first in the world. Currently, the object of attention of 
researchers has become the vascular endothelium, which is considered a target organ in arterial 
hypertension. It has been proven that the factors that improve endothelial function are exercise 
training, balneotherapy, angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors, which help to reduce 
cardiovascular complications. With external irradiation, energy is absorbed by cells, which leads to a 
change in the impulse activity of thermomechanically sensitive fibers, activation of segmental-reflex 
and local reactions of the microvasculature [1]. Established that green radiation is selectively 
absorbed by flavoproteins of the respiratory chain and protein complexes of calcium ions, changing 
the processes of cellular respiration in tissues [2]. In this regard, the methods of physiotherapy, 
which are based on the radiation of the optical range, are of interest.

The aim of this work was to study the effect of green light photochromotherapy onendothelial 
function in patients with arterial hypertension.

Materials and research methods
The study was carried out on the basis of the hospital of the Russian Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, on 39 patients aged 70 ±

2.5 years old, suffering from arterial hypertension of 2 and 3 degrees. From the general population, two groups 
were randomly formed: the main group (n = 20), whose patients underwent complex treatment in combination 
with the use of a course of photochromotherapy, and the control group (n = 19), where patients received only 
drug treatment according to the standard scheme. The average age of patients in the main group was 70.5 ± 
1.8 years, and in the control group - 69.2 ± 2.5 years.

Photochromotherapy procedures were performed using the Spectrum-LC-02 apparatus (Fig. 1).
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The impact was carried out on the reflex-segmental zone C4-Th4 with a wavelength of 540 nm (green light) in a 
course of 10 sessions, 5 minutes per 1 field.

The degree of endothelial dysfunction was determined by the method of ultrasound pulsed Doppler 
echographic examination of the brachial artery using an Ultramark 9 ultrasound scanner (linear transducer with 
a frequency of 7 MHz) with an assessment of endothelium-dependent vasodilation of the brachial artery during 
a cuff test with the calculation of changes in the velocity and diameter of the brachial artery. Endothelium-
dependent vasodilation of the brachial artery was studied according to the method proposed by D. Celermajer 
[3]. The brachial artery was located 3–10 cm above the elbow bend. In the cuff for 5 minutes. created a pressure 
exceeding 50 mm Hg. Art. normal values, after which the pressure was removed. Diameter and blood flow 
velocity were measured immediately after the cuff was removed for five minutes at intervals of 30 seconds to 1 
minute.

Before the start of measurements, the patient was at rest for 10–15 min. In total, 7 measurements were 
taken in each patient during one examination. An increase in the diameter of the brachial artery after 60–90 
seconds against the background of reactive hyperemia by 10% or more was considered a normal reaction, a 
lesser degree was assessed as a pathological reaction. A decrease in the linear blood flow velocity was 
considered a positive result, as a consequence of an increase in the elasticity of the vascular wall.

Rice. 1. Apparatus physical therapy Spectrum LC-02. Oval marks the matrix of green LEDs,
which was used in this work.

Results and its discussion
When blood enters the aorta during systole, part of the kinetic energy of the blood flow is 

spent directly on its movement through the vessels, part is converted into potential energy of the 
stretched vascular wall and part is dissipated to overcome the internal friction of the tissues of the 
vascular wall itself [4]. The elasticity of the vascular wall is understood as its ability to quickly return 
to its original state after the cessation of the deforming force. Pathological changes in the structure 
of the wall lead to a decrease in its elasticity, and as a consequence - to an increase in the speed of 
propagation of the pulse wave and blood flow during systole [4]. The more the vessel is stretchable, 
the lower the speed. Consequently, the linear blood flow velocity is one of the indicators of the 
functional state of the arterial system.

Further in table. Tables 1 and 2 show the results of measuring the diameter of the brachial artery 
for patients of both groups, as well as the reliability of intragroup differences before and after treatment, 
calculated using the Mann-Whitney test.

Table 1
Diameter of vessels in patients of the main group before and after treatment
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table 2
Diameter of vessels in patients of the control group before and after treatment

Table 3
Blood flow velocity in patients of the main group before and after treatment

As follows from the table. 1 and 2, neither in the main nor in the control groups there are no differences 
in the diameter of the vessels as a result of treatment, as well as there are no intergroup differences in this 
parameter (P> 0.05).

Table Figures 3 and 4 show the arterial blood flow velocities for both groups. The significance 
of intragroup differences before and after treatment was calculated using the Student's t test.

As you can see from the table. 3 and 4, as a result of treatment in the main group, the blood flow velocity significantly 
(P <0.05) decreased at all stages of the test, in the control group there were no significant differences.

Table 5 shows an intergroup comparison of changes in blood flow velocity as a result of treatment. 
Calculations were performed using Student's t test. There are significant differences at all stages of the 
test.

Table 4
Blood flow velocity in control patients before and after treatment

- 3 -

Electronic library IMEDIS - TM2013 NO:105



It follows from the results obtained that in patients of both groups, neither before nor after 
treatment, there were no significant changes in the diameter of the brachial artery. Apparently, this 
is a consequence of insufficient elasticity of the vascular wall due to atherosclerosis due to arterial 
hypertension.

As for the linear blood flow velocity, in the main group, it significantly (P <0.05) decreases on 
average by 20% compared to the initial state, while in the control group the differences are within 
the measurement error (Fig. 2). As noted above, this indicates an increase in the distensibility of the 
vessel as a result of treatment.

Table 5
Intergroup comparison of changes in blood flow rate as a result of treatment

Rice. 2. Changes in the linear blood flow velocity as a result of treatment in the study and control groups.

Thus, despite the fact that it was not possible to register changes in the diameter of the brachial artery as 
a result of treatment, the fact of a decrease in the linear blood flow velocity indicates a systemic improvement in 
vascular endothelial function in patients of the main group.
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Conclusions:
1. As follows from the data obtained, in both groups there are no differences in diameter.

vessels as a result of treatment.
2. The linear velocity of blood flow in the brachial artery in patients of the main group is significant (P <

0.05) decreased on average by 18 mm / s at all stages of the test, in the control group there were no significant 
differences (1 mm / s).

3. Photochromotherapy with a wavelength of 540 nm has a positive effect on the endothelium
vessels.
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